Evaluation of a thyroid nodule.
Solitary thyroid nodules are common entities and the majority of these are benign. The main goal in evaluating these nodules is to identify the [figure: see text] nodules with malignant potentials. A multitude of diagnostic tests is available to the clinician. FNA biopsy is now considered the gold standard diagnostic test in the evaluation of a thyroid nodule. Ultrasound and nuclear scans are also useful tests, but are best used in conjunction with FNA. Clinical decisions are often based on the results of the FNA. A diagram of the clinical decision process based on FNA findings is presented in Fig. 1. Despite the clinical advantages that are provided by the FNA results, the clinician should not dismiss the importance of other clinical prognostic indicators to optimize timely treatment.